Drug-induced hypersensitivity syndrome associated with transient hypogammaglobulinaemia and increase in serum IgE level.
Drug-induced hypersensitivity syndrome (DIHS) is a rare but severe disease with multiorgan failure. Recently, the association of the human herpesvirus (HHV) family, particularly of HHV-6, with DIHS has been reported. We report a 43-year-old female diagnosed as having DIHS based on the clinical course and laboratory examinations. The HHV-6 reactivation was demonstrated by significantly increased levels of the specific antibody in her paired sera and by polymerase chain reaction of HHV-6 DNA. Notably, transient hypogammaglobulinaemia was detected in the early stage of the disease, which was associated with the disease activity. By contrast, the serum IgE level and eosinophils were increased 2 or 3 weeks later. In addition, serum levels of interferon gamma, interleukin (IL)-4 and soluble IL-2 receptor, which were increased in the early phase of the disease, decreased gradually after the corticosteroid therapy.